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THE   TIMES   HISTOEY   OF   THE   WAR.
BRITISH   SENTRY   IN  WINTER  GARB.
Order of the Garter. The inspection of Belgium's war-worn veterans was one of the most impressive incident? of the week.
There are many aspects in which this visit is notable, in addition to its break with the precedent of two hundred years. To the soldier it must have been peculiarly fitting that the King should have come to France just after the definite repulse of the enemy's terrific effort to break through to the j^ort whence Britain itself was to be assailed. Another aspect of significance was noted by the French :
" The journey of the King,'* wrote the Tempx, *' affects GS also by its serene tranqxullity. With a fine gesture England thereby affirms her mastery of the sea. It is not because German submarines have succeeded in gliding under waters to the coast of France, and oven Ireland, that the naval power of England is affected, any more than bombs thrown by a Taube can diminish the value of the French Army. Notwithstanding the stormy winds, the King of England crosses the ,sca with
security, disdaining e\en to ronceal his voyago, and scorning the attempts at treachery which Ins \ isit might suggest to the eiierm."
British soldiers never doubted the affection of King George for his Army, before or aft or his ascent to the Throne. His labours as a practical officer when serving in the Navy in command of a torpedo boat showed that he gloried in the risks of a sea life. But when ho came among them on the battlefields of France, and watched their arduous work in this greatest war we have ever waged, they must have folt how truly he was their chief, and with what solicitude he regarded their daily labours. In an order which he issued from General Hcad-quarl er$ at the close of his visit the King said :- -*" I am very glad to have been able to see my Army in the field. I much wished to do so in order to gain a slight experience of the life you are leading." With his gaining of this experience his Army was cheered and encouraged to fight on, if possible, more determinedly than ever. As Sir John French (whom the King, while at Headquarters, had decorated with the Order of Merit) declared in bis dispatch recording the visit, "At a time when the strength and endurance of the troops had been tried to the utmost throughout the long and arduous battle of Ypres-Armentieres. the presence of His Majesty in their midst was of the greatest possible help and encouragement."
The fortnight which followed the return of King George to England wan marked by OIK*
ON   THE   LOOK-OUT.